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THE ART UNION. 



PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE EXHIBITIONS. THE ARTISTS' FUND SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 



PAST.— The Summer Exhibitions of Boston and the Western 
States have closed their doors, and from reports that are current, it is be- 
lieved that a much larger proportion of pictures than usual will be returned 
to their owners— the sales having been few and far between. It is too 
early to ascertain in detail the results of these exhibitions, which will be 
given in the next number of The Art Union. 

PRESENT — The 55TH Annual Exhibition of the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts is now open, and in addition to the works of art 
there will be the attraction of promenade rehearsals by the Germania 
Orchestra every Thursday afternoon. 

The Lenox Library, with its collection of paintings and sculptures, 
is open to the public on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, from 11 A. M. 
until 4 p. m. Tickets, admitting a specified number of visitors, may be 
obtained free, on previous application by postal card, addressed to the 
" Superintendent of the Lenox Library," Fifth Avenue and Seventieth 
Street. 

The New York Historical Society, Second Avenue and Elev- 
enth street, contains an excellent collection of early American paintings 
and a number of examples by the Old Masters. There are in all, 791 
pictures in well-lighted galleries. Visitors may obtain access to the gal- 
leries free, by procuring a ticket from a member of the society. 

FUTURE. —The Art Association of Indianapolis is now nego- 
tiating with the Art Union for a collection of pictures for an exhibition to 
be held in January next. 

The Metropolitan Museum has received the Watts' collection and 
will soon present them to the view of the public. 

The National Academy op Design will hold its regular annual 
Autumn Exhibition from November 10th to November 29th (inclusive). 
Pictures will be received at the Academy, from October 15 to October 18, 
" Varnishing day" will be Nov. 7th. and members of the press will be 
admitted on this day (by card) after 2 p. m. 

The Salmagundi Sketch Club will hold its exhibition of works in 
black and white, in the National Academy building, this city, from De- 
cember 10 to December 23. F. M. Gregory, Secretary, 80 East Wash- 
ington square, New York. 

The Artists' Fund Society will hold its annual exhibition at the 
National Academy of Design from January 6th to January 12. The sale 
will take place at Association Hall, Y. M. C. A. building, on January 
13-14, 1884. 

The American Water Color Society will hold its annual exhibi- 
tion at the National Academy of Design, from Feb. 2nd to Feb. 28th, 
1885. Secretary, Henry Farrar, 51 W. loth street. 

The New York Etching Club will exhibit in connection with the 
Water Color Society, at the National Academy of Design, from Feb. 2nd 
to Feb. 28th, 1835. Secretary, J. C. Nicoll, 51 W. 10th street. 

The World's Fair and Cotton Centennial Exposition will open 
at New Orleans, La. , December I , and continue for six months. Congress 
has. voted $1,000,000 to this enterprise, on condition that the citizens of 
New Orleans will raise $500,000 additional. 



ART NOTES. 



The Sunday society of England has at last gained one step in its 
long continued endeavor to open on Sunday the museums and libraries of 
the metropolis, permission having been given to the members of the 
society to visit Apsley House and Grosvenor House on that day. 

The celebrated picture of Paul Veronese, " The Adoration of the 
Magi," has just been purchased in England by tne Russian Government 
for the sum of 60,000 dollars. The picture will be placed in the cathe- 
dral which is being built on the spot where the emperor, Alexander II, 
was assassinated. 



The Artists' Fund Society of Philadelphia, is one of the oldest art 
associations in the country. In March next it will celebrate the 50th year 
of its founding, and it is proposed to issue a volume of etchings and other 
reproductions of the works of its members in commemoration of the first 
half century of its existence. As its name implies, the purposes of the Soc- 
iety are purely benevolent, and its object is the collection of a fund for the 
relief of poor or disabled artists and their families. With this object in 
view, the Society at one time held a series of annual exhibitions which 
were abandoned on the re-building of the Academy of Fine Arts, and 
later the plan of an annual sale of contributions of members was adopted, 
but the results proving unsatisfactory the Society fell back upon the simple 
plan of small annual payments by members. It is hoped that the proposed 
volume will add to the benevolent fund now in hand. 



SALES FROM THE SALON. 

The Courier de VArl says : The French artists are ungrateful if they 
do not adore America, as works of art to the value of fifty millions of 
francs have been purchased by Americans from the salons of the last 
seven years— this being independent of the pictures that have been bought 
directly from the artists. 

In 1877 the purchases were : $ 701,000 
" 1878 " " 630,000 

" 1879 " " 1,051,000 

" 1880 " " 1,392,000 

" 1881 " " 1,668,000 

'• 1882. " " 1,937,000 

" 1883 " " 1,754,000 

and from the present salon nearly $2,000,0000 worth of works of art have 
been purchased. 

SALES AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY. 

In the last exhibition of the Royal Academy there were exhibited 
1664 pictures of 'which 203 were sold for the sum of j£n,8i3.8s. The 
prices of the pictures ranged from .£1,000 to one guinea, there being one 
sold for £1,000 (T. Faeds' *' Of What is the Wee Lassie Thinking?"), 
one for over £500, one over £400, four over £300, ten over £200 and 
sixteen over £100. 

A diplomatic conference has recently been held at Berne, with the 
object of organizing a general union for the protection of the rights of 
authors and artists in literary and artistic works. A circular to this effect 
has been addressed by the Swiss Federal Council to the representatives of 
the different governments. 



THE ETCHING, "THE REPRIMAND." 

The etching, "The Reprimand,'.' by Walter Shirlaw, after Eastman 
Johnson's picture, which is given as a premium to each annual subscriber 
to the American Art Union, has been characterized by a competent author- 
ity as the finest figure etching thus far produced in this country, and one 
of the finest that has been published in the whole history of etching. In 
another number, Mr. James D. Smillie, himself a high authority upon such 
matters, very favorably expresses himself concerning the etching, in a let- 
ter to the editor. 

" The Reprimand" shows the interior of an humble cottage with a 
broad, open fire-place. An old man is sitting near the chimney, and lean- 
ing forward, with severe expression, is reproving a young girl, who stands 
before him, for disobedience. His words, however, are slightly heeded ; 
she has turned aside with a toss of her head and a look that indicates 
smothered rebellion. 

As studies of expression, the faces in the etching are remarkable. The 
figures are both admirable in drawing, and the quaint interior is well rea- 
lized. As a composition, both in lines and in chiar-oscuro the work is ex- 
ceedingly effective and pleasing. 

This etching alone is worth several times the cost of the Annual Sub- 
scription to the American Art Union. 



